Rite For the Dead

From Magical Rites from the Crystal Well by Ed Fitch
If one of the grove or coven has lost a friend or relative, this Rite shall be conducted at the next sabbat or esbat near the end of the evening ceremonies. Or a special, short ceremony may be held on the evening of the funeral.
If the Rite is to be held alone, the bereaved may wish to set out an altar and to read the ceremony quietly aloud, as if for the one who has departed. Usually, however, a Priestess and Priest will aid in performing this brief remembrance.

For the ceremony to be performed, of and by itself, a simple altar should be set, with four candles set about a central white one. A picture of the deceased and bough of evergreen shall be on the altar. Wine and glasses nearby.

The Priestess or Priest shall, after a pause for silent meditation by all, light the four candles, saying:


O elements of earth, air, fire, and water,


Grant release from pain, heal those


Who remain here, in this more lonely world


And speed the soul of one who is loved


Into the beautiful realms of the Gods.

Then the central white candle shall be lit, saying:


Lovely, somber Lady of the Declining Moon,


Strong and silent Lord of the Far Realms beyond,


Be with us here at this time of loss.

The Priestess and Priest shall stand at the west and east sides of the altar, respectively, facing south towards the one who is the nearest of kin or closest friend of the one who has died. If the kin or friend is a man he shall be called forth by the Priestess, if a woman she shall be called by the Priest:

O _______________, we do call on thee,


To stand here before us,


And before the Gods.


That we may give honor and love


To one whom you have known


Who has passed beyond.

When the one is before the Priestess or Priest, with others of the group standing nearby, the Priestess shall say: 


Good Friend, you have for awhile


Lost one who is dear to you,


And we all feel your loss.

But it is only for a time,


And we bid you to have no sorrow…


There is a reason for being here


And a reason for going.


The Summerland, and the places beyond,


Are places warm, pleasing and beautiful.


Will all ills gone, and youth anew.


So let us all be truly happy


For the one you love knows true joy at last.

Priest:

Dying is only a mode of forgetting.


A way of rest, a way of returning to the eternal Source.


To be renewed and made strong.


To rest and finally to return.

Priestess:


We of the Old Was know that when a person dies


The soul returns again to earth.


This has been a tenet of loving faith


Taught since long before history began.

Priest:


It is said in our lore:


“Arrayed in some new flesh disguise


Another mother gives birth.


With sturdier limbs and brighter brain


The old soul takes to the road again.”

The Priest has wine poured for all present. All face north. He calls:


O gracious Lady who gives rest,

O Lord of the twilight realms,


We do thank thee for guiding our friend


To the golden portals of the beauteous


Lands beyond…


Convey, we do ask, the love and good wishes



Of ______________.


And for those good friends who yet remain behind. 

The Priest turns to those in the circle and says:


I propose a toast…


To the Gracious and Lovely Lady.


Blessed Be!

ALL: Blessed Be!

All in the Rite drink the wine. The Priest then says:


I propose a toast…


To the strong, laughing, and hearty God


Blessed Be!

ALL: Blessed Be!

All do drink. The Priest then concludes:


And also do I propose a toast…


To ___________, who now revels


In the glory and beauty of the Summerlands.


Blessed Be!

All: Blessed Be!

Everyone drinks, then is the time to sit and relax, for the Rite is ended. All shall sing, joke, and generally make merry.

If it is practical, the candles should be allowed to burn until they go out.
