Passing Over or Requiem

From Amber K’s Covencraft

Attunement:

Softly chant:

We all come from the Goddess, and to Her we shall return. Like a drop of rain, flowing to the ocean.

Asperging

Casting

Calling the Quarters

Inviting the God:

The High Priest says:

Now do I call You to this our circle, Great God. I call you as Lord of the Harvest, Lord of Death, Holder of the Keys, Lord of the Underworld; and I call you as the Comforter and Consoler, the Compassionate One Who leads us all to the Cauldron from which we are reborn. Give welcome now to ________, who comes to You in honor and humility to visit Your other lands for a while.

Inviting the Goddess:

Then the High Priest kneels in the West and calls upon the Goddess:


I invoke and call upon Thee,


O Mighty Mother of us all.


By seed and root, by bud and stem, 


By leaf and flower and fruit,


By life and love,


Do I invoke Thee to join


Those gathered here in Your name.

HPS: I call upon the Lady as Crone, She Who harvests all that lives, Who has taken ______ by the hand and led them into the Summerland, there to rest and reflect and joy in the company of the Goddess and God until it is time for them to be born again to the circle. For She is also the Mother of all things and the Lady of rebirth, and She shall surely grant __________ the gift of life again when the Wheel has turned.

Stating the Purpose:

HP: We are gathered to celebrate the life of our friend __________ and to say farewell until we meet in the Summerland or in another life. Some of you have expressed your desire to share a story about _________ or just to give your thanks for having known them. ___________, would you like to begin?

Sharing our Stories:

Family and friends come forward one at a time to share memories and gratitude. 

HP: Let us think on these things and on the good times we have shared with ___________, in silence for a moment. (Music)

Gifts and Memorials:

HPS: I know that some of us have gifts that we would like to send with  __________ on the journey to Summerland, or memorials we would like to make. I’ll begin by offering this…….

Interment or Scattering of Ashes:

HPS: _________’s body was the gift of Mother Earth, and now it is time to return that body to the Earth as part of the eternal cycle.

Here the body is interred or the ashes scattered. If this is a special place to the deceased, the HPS may wish to say a few words as to why the location was chosen.

Planting the Seeds:

HP: All die, but in the fullness of time all are reborn. As a sign of that rebirth, we plant these seeds. They will rest quietly in the earth for a time, as ________ rests in Summerland. But then, as they sprout and blossom, let us be reminded that one day our beloved __________ will return – in a new form, but with the same beauty and strength of spirit. Like the self-sowing perennial, our bodies are not everlasting; but our spirits, the very core of our being, are; and like the perennial, we shall return again and again.

Here the HP plants some seeds or explains where they will be planted, preferably an evergreen or perennial plants or flowers.

Thanks to Allies:

The HP says a special thank you to the familiar, spirit guide, animal totem, patron or matron god/dess, and other creatures and spirits associated with the deceased. 

The Mystery:

HPS: All creatures die, but first they live and love. To fulfill love, one must meet, and remember, and love again. But in order to meet again, one must be born. Before one can be born, there must be love. And that is all the mystery. May __________ be born again to the circle.

Farewell to the God:

HP: Lord, thank you for the life and joy you have shared with our friend. Let them find reunion with those who have gone before, and walk with  ____________ in the Summerland until it is time for them to return to this world.

Farewell to the Goddess:

HPS: Lady, thank you for the presence of _________ in our lives. Hold them close to you, love them, heal them, and walk with them in the Summerland until it is time for them to be born again.

Dismissing the Quarters:

Say, for example:

Guardian of the Watchtower of the North, Spirit of Earth, guide and protect the spirit of __________ as it journeys to the Summerland. Hail and Fairwall!

Opening the Circle:

The High Priestess opens the circle. Upon returning to the East, she replaces the sword or athame on the altar and says:

The circle is open but never broken. To one another and especially to ________, we say: ‘Merry did we meet, merry did we part and merry shall we meet again.”

Toasts and Refreshments:

If there are toasts, a glass should be filled for the deceased and placed on the altar. Later the wine can be returned to the Earth as a libation.

